Manu Samhila*                        169

Gifts of beds, houses, Kus'a grass, scents, water,
flowers, geins, milk-curd, fried rice, fish, milk, flesh,
and fakaS) these, if offered without solicitation, must
not be refused. (250)

For supporting his parents, preceptors, guests,
servants, wife, and famil>-, as well as for the purposes
of worshipping the deities, he can accept gifts from any
person whatsoever, but not for anywise benefiting his
own self. (251)

On the death of one's parents, or in the event of
his living separate from them, even when they are
alive, he must always accept gifts from honest persons
for his subsistence. (252)

Among S'udras, a Brahmana may partake of the
cooked rice of one who cultivates his fields, or of one
who is an ancient friend of his family,* or of one who
keeps his cows, or of his slave or barber, as well as
of hin* who has surrendered himself to his protec-
tion. (253)

Let him give out to a proper person his true nature,
the kind of work he intends doing, and the extent of
service he is capable of rendering him. (254)

He, who gives himself out to honest persons as
something different from what he really is, is called the
worst of miscreants; truly he is a thief, inasmuch as
he dissimulates his real self. (255)

AJ1 things are inherent in the meanings of (spoken)
words, all things are founded on speech, all things
emanate from speech (words); he, who speaks false-
hood, is said to be a universal thief {stealer of all
things.) (256)

* The text has Kulamitramt.i.e.f the descendant of a S'udra-
family living in amity with that of his own from a long time,
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